Response from Lenham Parish Council to Policy LPRSP4a (Heathlands)
It seems Maidstone Borough Council is determined to blight those of us in the Lenham area - and probably elsewhere - for decades to come, because if this proposal for a so-called garden community goes ahead we suspect it will scar the whole of the eastern part of the borough well into the 2050s and most likely well beyond that time.
I would point out that Lenham has already agreed to accommodate 1000 new homes between now and 2031 – that’s more than any of the other “Rural Service Centres” …
If this plan does come to pass then it is highly likely that none of us will see the benefits of this half-cocked idea -  not the key officers and Members who are driving it forward nor those who are dutifully nodding it through tonight, they and you are selling their political souls and our futures for something that will doubtless over promise and inevitably under deliver. 
I can only hope that those who have diligently, some might suggest negligently, promised things entirely out of their control - like a new railway station, thousands of jobs and the fabled motorway junction - will be held to account and take the criticism when it is realised that those assurances failed to materialise - but of course they won’t be here and it will be left to others to pick up the pieces, sort out the mess and blame it on the over pushy political ambition of this council.
But you will nod this through tonight because you have been persuaded there is no alternative, just as you have been persuaded that at some undefined point in the future there will be a new railway station, 1,000s of new jobs and that ultimate unicorn – a new motorway junction … unless of course you wake up and face the reality that this proposal is likely to be a white elephant and that there are developer sponsored “shovel ready” alternatives that have not been suggested to you and therefore not properly examined.
You have a choice and ultimately you will be held to account for the decision you take …
Cllr John Britt (Lenham South)
Chair: Lenham Parish Council
