
Petition – Presentation to councillors
Councillors, I’d like to present to you tonight a petition titled ‘enough is enough’ on behalf of the Save Our Heath Lands Campaign Group. 
This petition has been signed by thousands of residents calling on this Council to rethink its plans on housebuilding in Maidstone.
This petition represents the feelings of residents across the borough. As you know, SOHL is opposing this Council’s ill-informed proposed garden community at Lenham. However, through our work we have come to find that there is a lot of opposition to the overall planning approach in Maidstone. This is where this petition began.
Many of the people we have spoken to appear resigned to the fact that this Council will carry on regardless with it’s growth strategy without properly seeking the views of residents and shaping the plans accordingly. 
We are calling on all of you as elected members of this borough to hear and listen to our collective voices. Maidstone’s residents are saying enough is finally enough. 
This petition specifically asks of you to;
· Challenge and campaign against National Government's Housebuilding targets. 
· Rethink the building of garden communities – it is not a suitable policy approach for this borough
· Not accept new housing levels that are unsustainable for Maidstone
· Ensure that infrastructure deficiencies are corrected to properly embrace growth going forward
· Be transparent and engage Parish Councils and local communities before any final decisions are made with regards to planning new developments in their respective localities.  
On housing targets, we’re well aware that you’ve made attempts to challenge the targets imposed already. However, we are underwhelmed by the action to date in the last 9 months which has constituted a couple of letters to the Secretary of State and a meeting with civil servants. 
Instead, we want to hear loud and clear voices against national targets. We call upon you to join forces with MP’s, KALC, and other Kent Councils to amplify the opposition against these targets.
This petition should act as your mandate to tell Westminster that we, along with many other constituencies across the country do not agree to the increase and we want to see this Council more aggressively oppose the proposed reforms. 
On garden communities, we are calling on you to listen to the many residents who are strongly opposing this form of growth. 
Maidstone’s residents do not want new towns built in the middle of the countryside at the expense of hundreds of acres of greenfield and miles away from main conurbations and employment centres. 
Garden communities are great solutions in the right place. 
Ebbsfleet Garden Community in North Kent is a great example of this in a disused chalk quarry, and Kings Hill in West Malling on a disused airfield. 
Similarly, Otterpool on the former Folkestone Racecourse is a seemingly sensible proposal. These are all sites which have had former uses and now being regenerated for something else.
Unfortunately, Maidstone does not have such similar sites for consideration.  
Instead, this Council seems intent on concreting over countryside and green space around existing rural villages like Lenham and Marden. 
This is not what residents want.
We want you, as our elected members, to think harder and smarter for the sake of our children’s future.
In recent weeks we have seen and heard many of you protecting your own backyards as part of the Local Plan Review. 
Deputy Leader, Cllr Gooch for example voting repeatedly to concrete 900 acres of countryside in Lenham for housing but in the next breath asking for protection of the urban fringe in Maidstone. 
It simply isn’t good enough to have such a blinkered approach from the Council’s political leadership. 
The reason why the urban fringe and urban centre can not accommodate more growth is because of the significant infrastructure deficiencies.
This Council has made decades of poor decisions on providing the necessary infrastructure to deal with Maidstone town centre to sustainably grow as an urban town centre.
These poor choices are coming now coming home to roost. The solution however is not to flood the surrounding rural villages with homes to get the numbers required.
Rural town centres like Lenham are already taking their fair share of new homes – over 1,000 in the next ten years – nearly doubling the size of the village. 
Urban and suburban parts of the borough have got to do their fair share too. 
And to do this, this Council needs to seriously get its infrastructure strategy in order to properly unlock growth. 
The resentment to so many new homes across the borough is because roads can not cope with existing traffic. The town centre is congested and this is exacerbated by a lack of a serious and credible public transport strategy and accompanying ambition.
Finally, this petition calls on you to be more transparent and properly engage with Parish Councils and local communities. 
Riding roughshod over Parish Council views and failing to consult the affected communities properly is a recipe for disaster. Local people must be heard and their wishes must be enacted to sustain the local setting that these communities have worked so hard to build and enjoy.
We understand the very difficult decisions you are facing to agree a spatial strategy for future growth. But your current proposed solutions are not the answer. 
We call on you to think again – particularly on the use of garden communities.
Failing to do so will see garden communities become the Council’s Achilles heel. In the pursuit of the golden bullet, the proposals will not be found acceptable to a Planning Inspector and the whole Local Plan will be found unsound putting the whole borough’s development in jeopardy. 
The growing resentment amongst residents will not be quelled and the rebellion will become greater unless an alternative course of action is taken. 
I urge you all to read the many comments on the online petition pages to appreciate the real strength of feeling of those you serve. 
Maidstone’s residents are finally saying, enough is enough. I hope you all listen and act on their genuine concerns.  

