Members 
It is quite remarkable that over two years on, we have managed to get to this regulation 19 milestone tonight when there has been no genuine public debate in this chamber on the draft local plan. 
This plan has ducked and dived nearly every single democratic hurdle in order to meet an un-necessarily accelerated timeline.  
Last autumn this committee spent more time debating whether or not to have a regulation 18b consultation than what the spatial strategy actually proposed. 
After the narrow victory to consul, it was disappointing that it didn’t propose alternative strategies. Instead it plumped for the preferred.  
It might as well have not bothered consulting though as it is clear none of the thousands of responses have been listened to.  
It is your collective democratic duty to listen to residents. Thousands of residents from all parts of the borough objected to garden settlements as a policy approach. 
We see no evidence tonight that these residents have been listened to. 
As the Strategic Planning & Infrastructure Committee, you are bestowed with the duty to guide the borough’s development and spatial strategy.  
You are considered to be more expert than most on these matters.  
However, it’s questionable whether this Committee is even needed when it appears to have its decisions already made for you by the ruling elite.  
What influence has this committee got when the main event actually appears to be on Wednesday night instead.  
It is further embarrassed by the fact that despite the preference of this Committee only last week to want statements of common ground put in the public domain, the democratic authority appears overridden by over-powered officers. 
The reality is, that if these Statements were not controversial they would be released. 
But, as you’ve probably noted, they are unlikely to be easy reading. 
Neighbouring authorities have objected to your draft plan. 
Statutory consultees have objected too.  
The issue is, this is a draft local plan driven by political preference, as the Sustainability Appraisal suggests, rather than sound plan-making.  
As I’m sure you know, Planning Inspectors do not like politically driven Local Plans.  
They like Plans which promote sustainable development. That are deliverable. That listen to local people’s needs.  
They also want to see Plans that are compliant with other government policy like fighting climate change and reaching net zero.  
This draft Maidstone Local Plan does none of this. It fails on nearly every front.  
Collectively, you all have a responsibility tonight to decide whether the draft Local Plan in this state can be found sound. I would respectfully suggest to you that it is not.  

